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MATTERS BEFORE coumMIIL
15 AFRIL 2011

WEDRICAL AlD SCHEWMES | ROAD ACCIDENT FUNE CLAIMS

Aomeys ave refered © he fasifax daled ¥ Febrary 2011 dealing with medical aid schemes and Road Accident Fuad
{RAF) cizims.

2 The natire of be relationship belweena madical 2id schema (a f the scheme) and i memberﬁ is of imporance and fhie
following should also ke noted:

2.4 he relaionship patween a schema and s membeis s Tol purely conb=clal in natre, bt includes stakiory,
reqtatory and contractual elements wiin iis contrachual lerms setoul in the scherne's rtes as amendad, approy ed
and regisiered by e Regiskar of Medical Schemes Fam fme o ime;

22 e nies of soms schemas obfige mambers, who undergo hospitalizaton andfor treaiment in iefation io Injuries
susksined in motorvehicie accidents and who claim and receive scheme henefits I respect of e medical experss
to claim compensalion fom s RAF and, # sucoesshl, fo reimburse the scheme what I{ is paid fooron behalf of

such membsrs. Where the RAF reject e claim 'he members bsars no obfigation o eoimburse the scheme,

33 withholding an amouni due to & achame By virve of ¥ nies may amaunt io a filure o repay a deblw ihin the
meaning of Section 23{2){t} of he sedical Schemes Act, no, 131 of 1988 (the Act and may entile a scheme
rec]aim what ithas paid & of on bhalf of sich membars andfor 0 lerninale membership,

24 the Tules of a scheme nwsl provide for advance writien nofce o mernbers of any change in confribufions, benefits
ok or any ofher condtiion affeciing thelr mesnbership {Section 20(1)1) of he Act)

95 Sechon 30(2) of the Act pravides fhata scheme is obliged to provide fres of charge lo every memhet, on admission
a delajled summary of e roles;

2% o schememay amend of eescing it niles or make additonal rules and no such amendment, Tescisson or addilon 15
valid unless il has been approved by e Regisirar of dedical Schemes;

27 e ruies of a schenme are binding on e scheme, i members, its oficers and any parson who claims benefits under
te rules or whose ckaim is derived from a parson so claiming [Section 37 of the Acl

28 aschemeisinlerms ofthe provistons of Seebon 431 of the Actobliged o delivertoa member on demand and on
payment o ihe scheme of be fee prascribed by fhe afes, its nies;
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99 amombar iz eniled o inspect fee of charge e scheme's fules alhe scheme’s registered offcs and to make
sxtracs fherafom (Sackon 47

240 Seclion 57{d ol he Acl deals with ha duies ot the nsiees of a sghemse andincledes fiat they &e oitiged fo ensure
f1al adequate and appiopfiate jfformation is communcad o i memhbars Tegarding thelr rights, bensfits,
contioutions and dutes in B of fie scheme's Ries isub-section (d})-

3 in he fastiax daked { Febraary 2041 allomeys Were caufoned ageinst advising ollens to agree o e mishing of
underalings, of he atormey themsalves signing such wnderakings on bahalf of b chents, In the absence of proof thal
there g a cler corTactual oblipaiion on the members by ems of 2 wrilkn confract of mesabagahip enfered into at e dene

the member frst joined he scheme hal e membaris so cbliged. Atomeys who pracise in tis field of law are stongiy
encouraged Io famiarize hemsalves withe provisions offhe Act, the tequiaions therelo ang tie refev anl scheme's Tales
«whan advising helr cllents ragarding he raimbursements of medical expenss amounts TecoV ared fiom the Road Agoident

Fund,
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