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‘Accident victim disputes legal bill
Lawyers take big chunk of payouf»

THULI ZUNGU

[F.HLANGA Nonjinge of the Eastern Cape was 1ot good at maths be would have lost thousands of rands to

his attorney.

He has waited since January for his lawyer ffom Notman Bcrger & P artners Tnc to obtain a court date for bis

* bill of account to be taxed, he said.

This would allow Nonjinge to tell the court that his attorney mcorrecrly chaxged him for services that were not
‘rendered.

This has also caused him o riss the local elections because he had no money to go back home, he
. complamed :

I—Ie said he was injured Inan acc1derrt n 20 04 and was hospﬁa.hsed for two monﬂ:xs

Whﬂe in hospital be was approached by an agent ﬁromNon:nan Berger & Pariners wzth an oﬂ'er ofhelp, he

said. .

This Jaw firm successfilly lodged a c}ajmwtth the Road Accident Fund on his behalf wiich u]timz;tely
cotnpensated him i August last year. '

He said the find paid R13 500 into the trust account ofhis attorney.

The attorneys' fees of R4 316 were paid separately in Decernber, added Nonjmnge.

He was only mvited to collect s compensation in Jamuary this year although it was paid Jong before then,
said Nomnjinge. " ' ,

T itch-hiked from Bastermn Cape to Gauteng to collect my money because I was looking forward to getting
paid,"he said, ' '

On collection Nomjinge was issued a cheque of R2 160-as firll and final payment, he said, showmg Hotline his
copy which was attached to an inaccurately calculated bill of cost.

"There i a glaring discrepancy between the amount payable to me and That ofibe attorneys,” s said Nonjinge.

Alhough the total d;sbmsments due to the attorney is R3 686, payable by Nomjmge, his law frm debited 2




430113

City Press, Sondag 5 Maart 2006, p. 10: Accndenwctlm cfsputes legal bil

large amount fl'Ol'IlhlS co1rpensa‘aon, complamed Nonjmoe

He ratumcd Tos cheque to his attorney and demanded h:s full share of compensation, oniy to be tuned away,
he said. . :

' carmot understand why ﬂaisl attorney wants me to comtest this matter In court when 1 is clear that he has
incorrectly calculated his cost,” said Nonjmge. :
Normnam Berger, Nonjige's attoiney, said it was procedural to have the bill of cost taxed.

"We have informed the client agam and again of the procedure rega:dmg the taxation and yet it seems he is
not prapared to-watt," he said.

Berger said Nongmgehas askedJJJmto draw up another bill of account and the firm's cost consultant was
busy preparing It

He said when the bill is ready and they have a couft date for the taxation, Non;mge will be potified.

Berger conceded that the total dJsburs ement amout payable by Nonjinge s R3 686.

"We stress that the client requested the taxation, that is a decision by the court and he ust wait for that
decision. '

"We take it you will respect that the matter is proceeding to court and that you will advise Nonjings that be
st awatt the court decision on taxation," he concuded.
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